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	Save Money with Double Glazing
by Matthew Kerridge

Double glazing or insulated glass in the fenestration (doors, windows, skylights) of any building will save money on energy usage. Tests of building structures using heat imaging have shown that the greatest energy loss is through the roof, the doors and the windows. Most buildings are now constructed with some type of insulation in the attics and in the exterior walls, or this can be readily added. Energy efficient window and doors may be installed at the time of construction, or they may be added on older structures. 
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The energy efficiency of double glazing or insulated glass comes from the dead-air space between two panes of glass. The larger the dead-air space, the more energy efficient the glass, as the heat is transferred less readily through the dead-air than it is through a single pane of glass. The terms "double glazing" and "insulated glass" are interchangeable in laymen's terms, but to window and glass manufacturing professionals, they are two different things. Double glazing - two separate window units (think prime window and storm window) that provide a large dead-air space. These are quite energy efficient, but there may be heat transfer through the sash materials and around weather stripping. Insulated glass - two pieces of glass, a separator filled with a moisture absorbent desiccant and a sealant, combined into a "sandwich" that is glazed into a frame or sash built to accommodate the thicker glass unit. Energy efficient window frames - The most energy efficient window framing material is that of a non-conductive nature; wood, vinyl (PVC) or thermally-broken aluminum. The most cost effective is PVC, due in part to the ease of assembly of the frames and marine or drop-in glazing of the glass units. The framing material is virtually non-conductive and modern weather stripping assures a minimum of air transference around the operating sashes. 

With the rise in energy costs and concern about the economy in general, there is renewed interest in making homes and other buildings as energy efficient as possible. New window units are a quick and relatively economical means of reducing energy costs. The energy savings of replacement windows will often payout in just a few years, or even less with rising energy costs taken into consideration. An added value is the reduction of outside noise and the lack of draftiness, two items that taken alone, justify the cost of replacing the old, drafty, energy leaking windows. 

For more information see  Insulating Glass Packaging from Gentek  Building Products http://www.gentekinc.com/products.asp?z=8&m=2&l=7&d=90
How the Right Storm Door Can Save Energy

By Seth Leitman, Briarcliff Manor, New York
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Storm doors can add insulation, protection from the elements and the ability to reduce drafts to your existing home's entry doors. The better its insulation and air sealing, the more effective that storm door will be to save energy and reduce your carbon footprint.

Aluminum Storm Doors
Aluminum storm doors have frames that screw to the outside of the door casing. If there are any gaps after you install the door, caulk it up to air seal (always remember to air seal!). You know that 30% of your heating and cooling bill goes to air loss in your home, right?

Bottom of Door
The next big area where air filtration occurs is at the bottom of the door. Storm doors are built to fix the bottoms of the doors because they come with an adjustable door bottom that slides up and down and screws in place. This makes the door really air tight and properly insulated.

Weather Stripping Your Door
Make sure when you have a home or apartment that the weather-stripping is in good condition. Then the storm door can operate perfectly.

You'll know you did it right when the door to the house is almost hard to close.

Help the Planet, Help Your Wallet!
By David Bach from “Go Green, Live Rich”
Some of Canada’s Banks and financial institutions want to help you build green. TD Canada Trust, for example, will reduce the interest rate on a mortgage by 1% if you invest in certified Energy Star appliances, windows or heating and cooling equipment for your house. You can also go green on your mortgage insurance. Since 2005, the Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation has given homeowners a 10% green refund on mortgage loan insurance premiums if the buy or build an energy efficient home or make energy saving renovations to their existing homes. 
For more information visit www.cmhc-schl.gc.ca












